B.  Structure of the Court System
Due to our system of FEDERALISM, we have a DUAL SYSTEM of courts in our country.  We have national (a.k.a. federal) courts to deal with the powers of government that are assigned by the Constitution to the national government, and we also have state courts in each of the 50 states to deal with the powers that are reserved by the 10th Amendment to the states.

Which court system a person goes into depends on whose law they broke.  Break a federal law, by robbing a bank, or trying to pass counterfeit currency, and your case goes into federal court.  Break a state law, like speeding on the freeway or shoplifting, and your case goes into state court.

The federal court system has THREE levels of courts as do most of the state court systems:

 Federal Courts:

	Supreme Court of the United States

	Federal Appeals Courts (12 nationwide)

	Federal District Courts (90+ nationwide)


 State Courts:

	State Supreme Court

	State Appeals Courts

	State District Courts


Cases in each system start at the bottom level of courts, the district courts, which are TRIAL COURTS.  It is at this level that a defendant receives his trial by jury and is found either guilty or not guilty.  If the defendant is found guilty, but his lawyer believes that for some reason his trial was not fair (for example, maybe the police conducted an illegal search of his property and then used the evidence found in the search to help get the conviction), then the defendant may appeal to the Appeals Court level.

The Appeals Courts, and the Supreme Court, are COURTS OF REVIEW.  There are no juries at these levels, only panels of judges, whose job is not to decide guilt or innocence (only a jury can do this), but instead to determine whether laws are constitutional, and whether or not trials have been conducted fairly.  An Appeals Court and/or the Supreme Court can overturn a conviction and release a defendant if the judges determine that he was convicted using an unconstitutional law.  Or, they can order the District Court to conduct a new trial if they believe that the defendant was convicted in a trial that was for some reason not fair.

